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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed 4/16/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant submits the prior art does not disclose the following limitations of the 
claimed invention: 

wherein the camera comprises a menu option coupled with a user input unit 
provided in the camera, the menu option and the user input unit enabling a user to select 
and set up a start information signal through the display unit from the information signals 
stored in the rewritable memory of the camera without connecting the camera to an 
external computer for setting the start information signal, as claimed in claim 1. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Examiner's Reply: 

Re claim 1) Prabhu et aL, US 7,019,778, discloses wherein the camera comprises a menu option 
(list of users displayed on the image display 22) coupled with a user input unit (user interface 24) 
provided in the camera, the menu option and the user input unit enabling a user to select and set 
up a start information signal through the display unit from the information signals stored in the 
rewritable memory of the camera (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name or start 
information signal at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor selects the appropriate 
features to display to the user on the GUI) without connecting the camera to an extemal 
computer for setting the start information signal (the startup information signals and firmware 
settings are saved in the Flash EPOM 28 and the camera is not connected to a computer to set the 
signals at startup). 
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Re claim 16) Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses wherein the method comprises setting up a 
start information signal with a user input unit (user interface 24) coupled with a menu option (list 
of users displayed on the image display 22) for setting the start information signal, said setting- 
up the start information signal being performed by selecting desirable start information of image 
data stored in the flash memory (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name or start 
information signal at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor selects the desired 
GUI image to display from the Flash EPROM 28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

. 3. Claims 1-14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778. 

In regard to claim 1, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses an electronic camera 
comprising: 

a display unit (see figure la, element 22) for presenting information and a 
graphic representation of an object image taken by the camera (see column 4, 
lines 47-59); 
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a rewritable memory (see figure 1 A, element 28) for storing information 
signals including a plurality of frames of image information (see column 5, lines 
21-56); and 

wherein the camera comprises a menu option (list of users displayed on 
the image display 22) coupled with a user input unit (user interface 24) provided 
in the camera, the menu option and the user input unit enabling a user to select 
and set up a start information signal through the display unit from the information 
signals stored in the rewritable memory of the camera (see column 14, lines 22- 
29: the user selects their name or start information signal at startup by selecting 
from the menu and the processor selects the appropriate features to display to the 
user on the GUI) without connecting the camera to an extemal computer for 
setting the start information signal (the startup information signals and firmware 
settings are saved in the Flash EPOM 28 and the camera is not connected to a 
computer to set the signals at startup). 

In regard to claim 2, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 1, 
wherein the rewritable memory is a flash memory (see figure la, element 28 and column 
4,lines 19-21). 

In regard to claim 3, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 1, 
wherein the rewritable memory is capable of storing information signals including a 
sound representation (see column 12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 6, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 1 
further including an extemal memory medium (see figure la, element 30) attachable to 
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the camera and for storing information signals taken by the camera including a plurality 
of frames of image information (see column 4, lines 21-37). 

In regard to claims 4 and 8, Prabhu et al., US 7,01 9,778, discloses the camera of 
claims 3 and 7, respectively, wherein the camera further allows recording of a new sound 
to be usable as a start information signal (see column 12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 7, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 6, 
wherein it is inherent the extemal memory medium is capable of storing information 
signals including a sound representation, since the information signals to provide custom 
firmware with sound is downloaded to the camera via the extemal memory (see column 
5, lines 41-46). 

In regard to claims 5 and 9, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of 
claims 4 and 7 respectively, wherein the selected start information signal is stored in the 
rewritable memory (see column 12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 10, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 
9, wherein the camera allows selection of the start information signal indicative of at least 
one fi-ame of image information (se column 8, lines 44-60: images can be uploaded to 
display in a film strip as start information in the GUI). 

In regard to claim 1 1, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 
9, wherein the camera allows selection of the start information signal indicative of a 
sound representation (see column 12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 12, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 
9, wherein the camera allows selection of the start information signal indicative of at least 
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one frame of image information coupled with a sound representation (see column 4, lines 
59-63: a sound is with a new picture and when the picture viewed is advanced). 

In regard to claim 13, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 
6, wherein the extemal memory medium is a memory card (see figure la, element 30). 

In regard to claim 14, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses the camera of claim 1 
further including user input means (see figure 1, element 24) for facilitating the selection 
of a start information signal (see column 4,lines 51-59). 

Li regard to claim 16, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses a method of 
operating a digital camera which displays an object image while generating a digital 
image signal from light received from the object, stores the digital image signal in a 
memory medium attachable to the camera, and is capable of reproducing a start 
information signal which can be set up by the user, the method comprising the steps of: 
setting up a start information signal with a user input unit (user interface 
24) coupled with a menu option (Ust of users displayed on the image display 22) 
for setting the start information signal, said setting-up the start information signal 
being performed by selecting desirable start information of image data stored in 
the flash memory (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name or start 
information signal at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor selects 
the desired GUI image to display from the Flash EPROM 28); and 

storing data regarding the set-up of the start information signal in the flash 
memory (see column 5,lines 41-46 and column 14, lines 22-29: the custom 
firmware is stored in the memory and user selects their name or start information 
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signal at startup or by selecting from the menu and the processor selects the 

appropriate features from memory to display to the user on the GUI). 

In regard to claim 17, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the method of claim 
16, wherein the setting up step, when the start information signal is a start-image, a list of 
images stored in either the memory medium or the flash memory is presented for the 
selection by the user, and an image selected by the user is set up as the start-image (see 
colimin 7, line 66 to column 8, line 17). 

In regard to claim 18, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the method of claim 
16, wherein the setting up step, when the start information signal is a start-sound, the user 
is allowed either to select from a list of sounds stored in the flash memory or to receive 
sound-recording data from the user for using as a start information signal (see column 12, 
lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 19, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses the method of claim 
16, wherein the storing step, after an image data or a sound data is selected as the start 
information signal in the setting up step, the selected start information signal is stored in 
the flash memory (see column 5,lines 41-46). 

In regard to claim 20, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses an electronic camera 
comprising: 

a display unit (see figure la, element 22) for presenting information and a 
graphic representation of an object image taken by the camera (see column 4, 
lines 47-59); 
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a memory card interface (see figure 1 A, element 20) for interfacing with a 
memory card of a user and saving the object image taken by the camera (see 
column 4, lines 21-37); 

a flash memory (see figure 1 A, element 28) coupled with a digital signal 
processor and for storing operation information for the camera (see column 4, 
lines 21-37); 

a user input unit (see figure 1, element 24) for operating and setting up 
functions of the camera (see column 4, lines 51-59); and 

a menu option (list of users displayed on the image display 22) coupled 
with the user input unit of the camera, the menu option and the user input unit 
enabling a user to select and set up a start information signal to be reproduced 
when power is applied (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name or 
start information signal at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor 
selects the appropriate features to display to the user on the GUI), said selecting 
and setting up to be performed through the display unit without connecting the 
camera to an extemal computer for setting up the start information signal (the 
startup information signals and firmware settings are saved in the Flash EPOM 28 
and the camera is not connected to a computer to set the signals at startup), the 
start information signal including a start image to be selected firom information 
stored in the flash memory of the camera and in the memory card of the user see 
column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name or start information signal at 
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startup by selecting from the menu and the processor selects the desired GUI 
image to display from the Flash EPROM 28). 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

* 

5. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prabhu et 
al., US 7,019,778, in view of Safai et al, US 6,167,469. 

In regard to claim 21, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, discloses camera of claim 20. 
The Prabhu reference does not disclose wherein the menu option and the user input unit 
further enables the user to record a soimd, (the limitation stating "the soxmd can be stored 
in the flash memory and selectable as the start sound of the camera" is expressed as being 
optional and not a required feature, therefore, it is not required to be disclosed by the 
prior art). 

Safai et al, US 6,167,469, discloses a camera wherein the menu option and the 
user input unit further enables the user to record a sound (see column 1 1, lines 27-60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Safai 
et al, US 6,167,469, to have wherein the menu option and the user input unit further 
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enables the user to record a sound, in order to annotate images so further enhance the 
playback experience for the viewer of the images. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on.the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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